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Dear Friend: 
 
We are pleased to share with you that Dr John Hamre has been nominated for Guest of 
Honour for this year’s ICAS Annual Liberty Award Celebration Dinner slated on 
December 14, 2017.  
 
As such, John will receive ICAS Annual Liberty Award 2017 in recognition of his life-
time contributions to promoting Liberty and American Values and he will be inducted 
into the Hall of ICAS Fellow with the honour of ICAS Liberty Foundation Distinguished 
Fellow.  
 

John Hamre was elected president and CEO of CSIS in January 2000. Before joining 
CSIS, he served as the 26th U.S. deputy secretary of defense. Prior to holding that post, 
John was the under secretary of defense (comptroller) from 1993 to 1997. As 
comptroller, Dr. Hamre was the principal assistant to the secretary of defense for the 
preparation, presentation, and execution of the defense budget and management 
improvement programs. In 2007, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates appointed him to 
serve as chairman of the Defense Policy Board, and John served in that capacity for four 
secretaries of defense. 

Before serving in the Department of Defense, he worked for 10 years as a professional 
staff member of the Senate Armed Services Committee. During that time, John was 
primarily responsible for the oversight and evaluation of procurement, research, and 
development programs, defense budget issues, and relations with the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. From 1978 to 1984, he served in the Congressional Budget 
Office, where John became its deputy assistant director for national security and 
international affairs. In that position, he oversaw analysis and other support for 
committees in both the House of Representatives and the Senate. John received his Ph.D., 
with distinction, in 1978 from the School of Advanced International Studies at Johns 
Hopkins University in Washington, D.C., where his studies focused on international 
politics and economics and U.S. foreign policy. In 1972, he received his B.A., with high 
distinction, from Augustana College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, emphasizing political 
science and economics. The following year John studied as a Rockefeller fellow at the 
Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
John was a featured speaker at the ICAS 2016 Fall Symposium where he addressed “The 
US-ROK Alliance and North Korea’s Nukes.”  
 
Thank you.  
 

            Synja P Kim                                                           
                                                                                                                                   President and Chairman                                      

                                                                                                     ICAS Liberty Foundation                                         
                                 Blue Bell Pennsylvania 
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Host Committee 

 
Chair 
 

Synja P Kim 
 
Honourary Chair            Benefactor            Ambassador            Co-Chair            

B B Bell                                    Don E Lee                    Choon K Yoo                     Il Hwan Kim                          
Dennis C Blair                                                                                                          Sang Joo Kim                                   
Kurt M Campbell                                                                                                                                               
Elaine L Chao                                                                                                                                                      
Becky N Dunlop                                                                                                                                                
Edwin J Feulner                                                                                                                                                 
Harry B Harris                                                                                                                                         
James T Laney                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
 
 

ICAS Youth Excellence Program Fellowship Winners 
 
Peter S Baek Michael D Cha Andrea Cho Bryant Chung Juliana Haahs Sean Halpin 
Olivia Heng Min Gu Jang Alex Kim           Christine Kim Laura Kim           Elliot Kim 
Jamie Kim     Jennifer Kim Jody Kim Nicholas Kim      Paul S Koh David Lee 
Janice Lee Joseph Lee           Jessica No Yuliana Noah      Jennifer Oh         Andrew Park 
Jedidiah Park         Jedidiah Park William Park        Joseph Suo         Andrew Yi           Crystal Yoo          
Hayoung Yoo Jeff Yoo                Timothy Yoo                                                                                   

 

 

ICAS Liberty Award Recipients 
 

Grace Chung Becker B B Bell Dennis C Blair                Kurt M Campbell                     
Britton Chance                         Elaine L Chao                 A Marisa Chun               Viet D Dinh                    
Becky N Dunlop                      Edwin J Feulner              Tony P Hall                     Mary Chung Hayashi  
Christopher R Hill               Corry Hong                     Tim Hugo                       Charles Kartman                       
James A Kelly                           Jeong H Kim                   Wan J Kim                      Lawrence R Klein                     
Harold Hongju Koh                 Lucy H Koh James T Laney                 James A Leach                 
Chong Moon Lee                     John Z Lee                       Matthew D Lee Michelle K Lee 
Tae Sik Lee                             Zhaoxing Li                     Martin Meyerson              Peter M Rhee                            
Jerome J Shestack                     Kathleen Stephens Rhea Suh                          Sung Hee Suh                   
John H Tilelli Jr                       Richard L Walker            Alfred P West                   John C Yoo 
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