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Ceble oont frem Tokyo July 20, 1905,
"Root, Vashington,

Folloving 1o cgreod momorandun of convorpation botweon Prime

Wnistor of Japan and ryself
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 Count Fatemura and Georetary Yaft had a long and confidentisl

oonversation on the morning of July 37th. Azong other toplos of i =

conversations, the folloving views reo exohnnged recnrding the ques-
of [

tiomof the Philippine ?lmﬂs,/c_oru ard of the mintamme of
{ , : ;
ceneral peaoe in the exipems Dnat; A) In apau.}:,i':-g,q\!‘. 0onse, Pro-

Pusoians in Anerica who would have the public believe that the ylo- -

¥

tory of Japan would be a gertnin prelude to her aggression in the

— ] 5 . ot \

diregtion of the Philirmim Inlein, Beoretary Tnft oboerved %l:nt

Jararsonly hﬂe:'eegn/ in the Philippines would be in his opinion Xy
have thmsa Inlr-.rﬂu poverned h:r o strong and friemdly mtion like thn
United Stntua, end not to have them Placed either unler- the nin-ule

of the natives y?{ unfit for solf goverramt or in the hande of a0me

r

unfriendly 'au-opﬂun ToTer. Oount I'.atmu-n uonrlrnu:;, nnéaqth'

terma the correotness of his views on the peint amd paaitiraly'ttu.tad.
S L -' :
thnt Japan does not Inr‘mm- any n.ggrauaiva duisn rhntwar on t.he

. ‘Philippines, addin- that all the 1naimntiona of the Wellow Puril‘

typo are mthirc rore or less than mliaious u.hd olunsy slanders.
i
oﬂ-lmllntad ta do mischi~f to annn. : : '

(f) Count Kateura obsarved that the mnintemmoe of genaral Pence

in the extrems Enst forms the hmdnn%mtnldlprimiplu of Jamn's iniqt-m
matiomal policy. Bush belns the case, N W very anxious to exohange
views with Becretary Taft ao to the moot effective means for innu:rinc
thia prinoipls. In his own opinion, the best nrd.‘ in mnt; the only

mans for acsomplishing the above objsot would.be to forn good unier-

o | standing betwesn the thres goverrments pf J-pan, the United States and
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®0pan Door.® The Count well understands the traditfionnl poliey
of tho United States in this respsot and percelves fully the in-
roasibility of thelir enterins into a forml alliance of sush naturs
vith b.ny-) foreign nationd; But in view of our cozmon interests, he
cannot aee why eore pood umlerstanding or an allianse, in prastice,
if not in mrs, should not be rede betwesn those three mations in
s
a0 far ns respeats the affairs in the esbrese East. Tith suoh undes-
otanding firnmly forred, general nenoe in these regions would be easily
paintained to the graat. banefit of all powers oonaerned.f Becr stary
Taft said that if was difficult, indeed impoasible, for the President
cf the United States to '-:m‘:s‘r even into any umderatandins anounting .
in effeot to & confidentinl informal apreesent without the occneent of
tho Sennte, btut that he felt sure thnt without sm:r pgreenant at nll
tha peupla of the United States were so fully 1n accord with the
f%‘;}nf Japan and Creat Britian in the mintemnae of pemce in the
for East that wherever oooaslon nrose approrrinte astion of the .
Goverrment of the United States in oonjunotion with Japan and Great
Britian for nuch a ‘_m:rpode oould be nﬁunta:l on by them quite as cone

fidently me if the United Staten vere under treaty oblipga ions to

tak t
. i ) .
" {8) In regard to the Corean question, Count thmg. ohnerved that
Oorea being the direct mause of our war with Russigl it is a matter
of absolute importame to Japan that n'oonpleta solutlon of ths Penin-
mila question should be made ms the logleal consequenoce of the war.
If left to hersslf after the var, Oorea will oartainly dri#s back to :|

her formsr habit of improvidently entering into any agreenments or
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treaties with other powers, thus resusoitating the same interpational
ecornliscationn as uintled before the war. In view or-tha faregoir{g
oir cunstences, Japan feels ahaolutaiy nnns'tmined. to teks sons dan-l
nite step with a view to Frecluding the possibility of Corea falling
back into her former eondition and of rlaoing us again @da the
nesesaity of entering upon another foreign war. Beoretary Taft :t‘ully-
ad=itted the justnses of the Count's observations and remrks to the
effeot that in his persoml opinion the &stnblinhmnt by J&mn"@f‘bn
suzerninty over Carea to the ertent of requiring that Corea enter

into no foreign treaties without the consent of Japan was the logioal

‘result of the present war and would directly contribute to permanent

pezoe in the for East. His judgment wns that President Roosevelt would

®nour in his views in this regard, alihouzh he hnd m" u.nthority to
give assuranoce of this. Indeed Eecr:utary Tarft added that he felt nnuh
dnlicmay in mivunoing the viara ha did, for hs ha.d no mandate :l'a:r-

the purpese fron the President, and singe ha lun.Euhington ¥r. ‘Pnat
had been appointed Seoretary of State, and he nis;t-] sean th:u.l to ‘bo
trespassing on motherh Department., H- oould not, however, in riu;
of Count Fatmmwa's gourteous desire to disouse the questions, desline
to oxmress hie opinions which he had forrmed vhils he was tu::omrily
disoharging the duties of Bearetary o- Btate undm' d.iraﬂtiun of the
President, and ho would forward to Ur. Foot and the President a men-
randun of the conversation. Count Eatsura sald that Ilm would tr_nnm:lt

-

the snme oonfidentinlly to PBnron Xomma.
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